Pondering upon the Eighth
Quarter of the First Part of
the Noble Qur'an

(The Ayat from 124 to 141 of Surat Al-
\' Bagarah)




The Ayat

And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim (Abraham) tried him with (certain) Commands, which he fulfilled. He (Allah) said
(to him), “Verily, | am going to make you a leader (Prophet) of humankind.” [Ibrahim (Abraham)] said, “And of my offspring
(to make leaders).” (Allah) said, “My Covenant (Prophethood, etc.) includes not the wrongdoers.” (124)

And (remember) when We made the House (the Ka bah at Makkah) a place of resort for mankind and a place of safety.
And take you (people) the Magam (place) of lborahim (Abraham) as a place of prayer, and We commanded lbrahim
(Abraham) and Isma’il (Ishmael) that they should purify My House (the Ka'bah at Makkah) for those who are
circumambulating it, or staying for worship, or bowing or prostrating themselves (there, in prayer). (125)

And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said, “My Lord, make this city (Makkah) a place of security and provide its people
with fruits, such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day.” He (Allah) answered, “As for him who disbelieves, | shall leave
him in contentment for a while, then | shall compel him to the torment of the Fire, and worst indeed is that destination!” (126)

And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and (his son) Isma’il (Ishmael) were raising the foundations of the House (the
Ka'bah at Makkah), (saying), “Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily! You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.” (127)

“Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You, and show us our rites, and
accept our repentance. Truly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.” (128)

“Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own, who shall recite unto them Your Ayat and instruct them in the Book
(this Qur'an) and wisdom, and sanctify them. Verily! You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.” (129)

And they say, “Be Jews or Christians, then you will be guided.” Say (to them, O Muhammad), “Nay, (We follow) only the
religion of lbrahim (Abraham), inclining toward fruth, and he was not of Al-Mushrikin (those associate others with Allah).” (135)



And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim (Abraham) (i.e., Islamic Monotheism) except him who befools himself? Truly,
We chose him in this world and verily, in the Hereafter he will be among the righteous. (130)

When his Lord said to him, “Submit (i.e., be a Muslim)!” He said, "l have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of all that
exists.” (131)

And Ibrahim instructed his sons (to do the same) and (so did) Ya qub (Jacob), (saying), “O my sons, indeed Allah has chosen
for you this religion, so do not die except while you are Muslims.” (132)

Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya qub (Jacob)?2 When he said unto his sons, “What will you worship after
me?¢"” They said, “We shall worship your God (Allah), the God of your fathers, lbrahim (Abraham), Isma’il (Ishmael), Ishaque
(Isaac), One God, and to Him we submit.” (133)

That was a nation which has passed away. They shall receive the reward (the consequence) of what they earned and you of
what you earn. And you will not be asked of what they used to do. (134)




The Ayat

Say (O Muslims), “We believe in Allah and that which has been sent down to us and that which has
been sent down to lorahim (Abraham), Isma’il (Ishmael), Ishaque (Isaac), Ya qub (Jacob), and to the
Descendants (the twelve sons of Jacob), and that which has been given to Musa (Moses) and “Isa
(Jesus), and that which has been given to the Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between
any of them, and to Him we have submitted (in Islam).” (136)

So if they believe in the like of that which you believe, then they are rightly guided, but if they turn away,
then they are only in opposition. So Allah will suffice you against them. And He is the All-Hearer, the All-
Knower. (137)

Our Sibghah (religion) is] the Sibghah (Religion) of Allah (Islam) and which Sibghah (religion) can be
better than Allah'se And we are His worshippers. (138)

Say, (O Muhammad to the Jews and Christians), “Do you argue with us about Allah while He is our Lord
and your Lord? For us are our deeds, and for you are your deeds. And we are sincere (in deed and
intention) to HIM."” (139)

Or do you say that Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma’il (Ishmael), Ishaque (Isaac), Ya qub (Jacob) and the
Descendants (the twelve sons of Ya qub) were Jews or Christianse Say, “Do you know better or does
Allah (knows better... that they all were Muslims)2 And who is more unjust than he who conceals the
testimony (i.e., to believe in Prophet Muhammad when he comes, written in their Books) he has from

Allahe And Allah is not unaware of what you do.” (140)

That was a nation which has passed away. They shall receive the reward (the consequence) of what
they earned, and you of what you earn. And you will not be asked of what they used to do. (141)




The Quarter of the Father of the Prophets - Our Master
llborahim — May the Peace of Allah be upon Him

The quarter of our Master lbrahim (Abraham, may the peace of Allah be upon him)
- the father of dll the prophets, the builder of Allah’s Sacred House, and the one
who asked Allah to send Messenger I\T\_luhcmmod to the people of Allah’s Sacred
ouse

This quarter is very important because it explains the meaning of guidance that we ask
for in Al-Fatihah..."Guide us to the straight path.” It also explains who are the people
upon whom Allah has bestowed His Grace.

The first and second quarters speak of the hypocrites who brought upon themselves
Allah’s Wrath for their corrupfion on earth, and also the disbelievers and their leader
the devil (may the curse of Allah be upon him) and his temptation of Adam (may the
peace of Allah be upon him). This is followed by the story of the Children of Israel,
which forms the frame of the story (of the Children of Israel) in the first five quarters that
are started and ended with the same two ayat. Then comes the eighth final quarter
about our master Ibrahim (Abraham, may the peace of Allah be upon him) and his
descendants from the prophets.

The ayat show that the straight path is the religion of Islam. It is the path of the father of
all the prophets, our master lbrahim (may the peace of Allah be upon him), and his
progeny, Isma’il, Ishaque, Ya qub, and the Descendants (the twelve sons of Ya qub).

This quarter shows the lineage of our master, Messenger Muhammad (may the peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him), to our master Ibrahim, the first of the Muslims, and
that the sending of our master Muhammad (may the peace him and blessings of Allah
bfel\xplgkn Rim) was in response to the supplication of our master Ibrahim to the people
of Makkah.

» We nofice in this quarter that Allah’s Name is
repeated ten times, eight of which are in the
second section of the quarter, which is no more

than seven ayat.

The eighth quarter consists of seventeen ayat, similar to
the seventh quarter. We can divide it into two parts:

The first part:
The first 10 ayat
from 124 to 133

The first part is divided into five
wa-idh

wa-idhi ibtala (And [remember]
when the Lord of Ibrahim tried
him...)

wa-idh ja‘alna (And [remember]
when We made the House...)

wa-idh qgala (And [remember]
when lbrahim (Abraham) said...)

wa-idh yarfa'u (And [remember]
when Ibrahim [Abraham] and [his
son] Isma’il (Ishmael) were raising
the foundations of the House...)

idh gala lahu rabbuhu (When his
Lord said to him...)

The second part:

From ayah 134 until 141
begins and ends with
the same ayah (which
acts as a frame):

“That was a nation
which has passed away.
They shall receive the
reward (the
consequence) of what
they earned, and you of
what you earn. And you
will not be asked of
what they used to do.”
(1471)

Repeating the same
ayah  highlights  the
meanings

between them:

And they say, “Be Jews
or Christians, then you
will be guided.”

The second part:

It contains the summary of
all the ayat of the first part
of Allah’s Book, which
begins with  Al-Fatihah:
“Guide us to the straight
path,” (1:6) the path of the
righteous, such as the
prophets like our master
lbrahim and his
descendants.

The path of those upon
whom Allah has bestowed
His Grace is different from
the path of those who
know, but act contrary to
their knowledge. An
example of such kind of
people are those who
disbelieved from among
the Children of Israel and
the People of the Book,
and those who are astray,
namely the disbelievers.




The Quarter of the Father of the Prophets

The Relation of This Quarter to the Previous Quarters

The previous five quarters talk about the Children of Israel

The story begins with the ayah: O Children of Israell Remember My Favor which | bestowed upon you, and fulfill (your obligations to) My Covenant
(with you) so that | fulfill (My Obligations to) your covenant (with Me), and have awe of Me. (40) Then ayah 41 includes a command and a
prohibition from Almighty Allah, followed by the two ayahs that forms the frame for the story:

O Children of Israell Remember My Favor which | bestowed upon you and that | preferred you to all others (of your time period, in the past, for My
Message). (47) And fear the Day (of Judgement) when no person shall avail another, nor shall compensation be accepted from him, nor shall
intercession be of use to him, nor shall they be helped. (123)

The story ends with the two ayahs:

O Childrep/of Israell Remember My Favor which | bestowed upon you and that | preferred you to all others (of your time period, in the past, for My
Iv\essoqe/). (122) And fear the Day (of Judgement) when no person shall avail another, nor shall compensation be accepted from him, nor shall
intergéssion be of use to him, nor shall they be helped. (123)

Thé talk is about the Children of Ya qub, meaning the sons of Israel. He was the grandson of our master lbrahim from Ishaque (may the peace of
Allah be upon them). Our master lbrahim was the one who founded Makkah since the time he constructed the Sacred House. In Makkah, started
the mission of the Seal of the Prophets and the Imam of all the messengers, our master Muhammad (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
them)... “And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said, ‘My Lord, make this city (Makkah) a place of security...”” (126) and “Our Lord! Send
amongst them a Messenger of their own...” (129)

The entire topic of the ayat is concerned with emphasizing the duty of the People of the Book and the Children of Ya qub to follow the Messenger
of Allah, Muhammad (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and to believe in the Noble Qur’'an.

The specific and confirmed characteristic of the pious, Allah-fearing believers is stated at the beginning of Surat Al-Bagarah: *...who believe in what
has been revealed to you, (O Muhammad), and what was revealed before you, and of the Hereafter they are certain (in faith).” (4)

The eighth quarter is the one that connects our master, the Messenger of Allah (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), with the
Children of Israel. He is the grandson of the Father of all the Prophets, lbrahim, from Isma’il. Just as they are the descendants of the Father of all the
Prophets, lorahim, from Ishaque, then his son, our master Ya qub (Israel). Our master lbrahim forms the ancestral link in their lineage; he was a frue
Muslim, neither a Jew nor a Christian. He is the father of Prophet Isma’il, and from his descendants came our master Muhammad, the Messenger of
Alloh (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He is also the father of Prophet Ishaque, from whose descendants came our master
Ya gub and the rest of the messenagers sent to the Children of Israel.



Attributes of the Character of Our Prophet lbrahim — May the Peace

and Blessings of Allah Be Upon Him — and His Singular Status (1/4)

And (remember) when the Lord of lbrahim (Abraham) fried him with (certain) Commands, which he fulfilled. (Translated
meanings of Al-Bagarah 124)
This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your
religion. (Translated meanings of Al-Ma’idah)
Allah completed His Grace upon Prophet lbrahim, meaning it became perfect; also, lbrahim passed the trials he was put
through with perfect success.
(He scored one hundred percent and became an Imam for people on the path of guidance and became the first of
Muslims)

« |t is noteworthy that our master lbrahim has attained this great status ... but he did not attain it easily. He attained it
through many trials and calamities, in which he succeeded and was upliffted through them to this high status. Trials
elevate people to lofty positions.

«  "“And (remember) when the Lord of lbrahim (Abraham) tried him with (certain) Commands...” It means that he was
tested by Allah and he surpassed all frials and fulfilled all commands.

Prophet Ibrahim fulfilled all the commands and tests with great excellence 100%

Ibrahim is mentioned in this
quarter
eleven times

We nofice
ot our master lbrahim did
not ask for Imamate
padership, prophethood),
rather
Allah
ade him an Imam for

th

—_—

Therefore, when we ask Allah to send peace and blessings upon the Messenger of Allah, we say (as you have sent peace
and blessings upon our master lbrahim)

him), the father of all the prophets, and their leader, and the first of the Muslims. This way he (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
a comprehensive leader.



Attributes of the Character of Our Prophet lbrahim —
May the Peace and Blessings of Allah Be Upon Him —
and His Singular Status (2/4)

“And who turns away from the religion of lbrahim (Abraham) (i.e., Islamic
Monotheism) except him who befools himself2 Truly, We chose him in this world and verily, in the Hereafter he
will be among the righteous.” (130)

« Itis noteworthy that in several places in the Glorious Qur'an Allah says about our master lbrahim that in the Hereafter he will be among the righteous.
Moreover, in the following relevant ayat, Almighty Allah describes his prophets as possessing righteousness without mentioning the Hereafter with
respect to them as well.

“He (Jesus) will speak to the people in the cradle and in manhood, and he will be one of the righteous” (Translated meanings of Al-'Imran 3:46)
Concerning our master the Christ (may the peace of Allah be upon him)
“And Zakariya (Zachariya), and Yahya (John) and ‘Isa (Jesus) and lliyas (Elias), each one of them was of the righteous” (Translated meanings of Al-

ith that (wealth) which Allah has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafter, and forget not your portion of legal enjoyment in this world,
od as Allah has been good to you, and seek not to work corruption in the earth. Verily, Allah likes not the corrupters.” (Translated meanings of
28:77)

+  Wg notice that the messages of righteousness and reform of our master lbrahim focuses on leading people to Islam through working the mind and
ntemplating Allah’s visible universe.

But/why did Allah single Ibrahim out for righteousness in the Hereafter as well?

0h singled out Ibrahim to be among the righteous in the Hereafter; this is explained at the beginning of the ayah: “Truly, We chose him in this world..."”
180) and in the Hereafter as well. He will be selected to be among the righteous. We notice the use of the emphasis (Laam) in “Lamina I-salihina”
hnslated as: in the Hereafter he will be among the righteous]. The power of his righteousness will continue forever to the Hereafter ... it will never leave him

i/Qne who embraces Islam from among the offspring of our master lbrahim (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) will count in his balance
0Rd deeds. He is the first Muslim and the Imam (leader) of humankind, leading them on the path of guidance to reach Allah, following His straight path.



Attributes of the Character of Our Prophet lbrahim — May
the Peace and Blessings of Allah Be Upon Him — and His
Singular Status (3/4)

The Care that Prophet Ibrahim Showed to His
Offspring

We can see this care in ayah 124: “And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim (Abraham) tried him with (certain) Commands, which he
fulfiled. He (Allah) said (to him), ‘Verily, | am going to make you a leader (Prophet) of humankind.’ [lbrahim (Abraham)] said, ‘And of
my offspring (fo make leaders)." (Allah) said, ‘My Covenant (Prophethood, etc.) includes not the wrongdoers.’” (Translated meanings
of Al-Bagarah 124)

And ayah 132: “*And lbrahim instructed his sons (to do the same) and (so did) Ya qub, (saying), ‘O my sons, indeed Allah has chosen
for you this religion, so do not die except while you are Muslims.”” (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 132)

We nofice that in sending peace and blessings of Allah be upon the Messenger of Allah during prayer we say: O Allah send peace
and blessings upon Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, as You have sent peace and blessings upon Ibrahim and the Family of
Ibrahim. So we send peace and blessings upon the Messenger of Allah and his Family, including our master lbrahim.

We learn from this the importance of caring for offspring and their guidance, and resorting to supplication to accomplish this. The
Messenger of Allah (may Allah the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him) advised us to supplicate for his offspring, just as his father
lbrahim did:

“O my Lord! Make me one who performs Salah, and (also) from my offspring, our Lord! And accept my invocation” (Translated meanings of
lbrahim 14:40)




Attributes of the Character of Our Prophet Ibrahim — May the Peace and Blessings
of Allah Be Upon Him — and His Singular Status (4/4)

Our Master Ibrahim Teaches Us How to Worship Allah through Our Supplication to Him Alone
And (remember) when lbrahim (Abraham) said, “My Lord, make this city (Makkah) a place of security and provide its people with fruits, such of them
as believe in Allah and the Last Day.” He (Allah) answered, “As for him who disbelieves, | shall leave him in contentment for a while, then | shall
compel him to the torment of the Fire, and worst indeed is that destination!” (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:126)

And (remember) when lbrahim (Abraham) and (his son) Isma’il (Ishmael) were raising the foundations of the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah), (saying),_
“Qur Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily! You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.” (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:127)

“QOur Lord! And morkéus submissive unto You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You, and show us our rites, and accept our repentance.
ruly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.” (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:128)

L Bend amongst them a Messenger of their own, who shall recite unto them Your Ayat and instruct them in the Book (this Qur'an) and
wisdom, and sancfify them. Verily! You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.” (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:129)




The supplication of Prophet Ibrahim for future generations who have not yet
been born and for impossible matters and for guidance. Also, His
supplication: “... to make this city (Makkah) a place of security...” and that
his offspring be a Muslim nation and that Allah would send among them a
Messenger of their own. Prophet Ibrahim used to supplicate frequently for
other people, and for the worldwide followers of Islam to bestow upon
them righteousness and goodness and to provide them with fruits, which is
one of the attributes that characterize the people that Allah has favored
with His Grace from among the followers of the straight path.

+ He supplicated to Allah while he was performing an act of obedience
to Him, and the first thing he asked Allah was to accept his act of
obedience from him. “Our Lord! Accept (this service) from wus.”
(Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:127)

 He supplicated to Allah in the plural mode for everybody; he did not
supplicate only for himself.

+ His second supplication was devoted to the most precious thing -
Islam. It is indeed a sufficient blessing, "Our Lord! And make us
submissive unfo You..." (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:128)

+ He supplicated for himself and his offspring after him to the Day of
Resurrection: “...and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You."”
(Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:128)

+ He supplicated to unify the nation on the religion of Islam: “...a nafion
submissive unto You."” (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:128)

+ He asked that Allah teach him the rituals of Islam... how to worship
Allah and how to be a Muslim: “...show us our rites...” Then he asked for
repentance: “...accept our repentance...” despite the fact that he did
not commit any sins.

A U N

We Learn to Supplicate to Allah Often

The Supplications of Our Master Ibrahim (May the Peace of Allah Be Upon
Him) Teach Us How to Supplicate to Allah

Prophet Ibrahim Asked Allah to Send the Messenger of Islam -

Muhammad (May the Peace and Blessings of Allah Be Upon Him) - for
Three Aims

1. To recite to people Allah’s Words: “...Recite unto them Your Ayat...”

2. To instruct people in the Book and the principles of Islam: “...insfruct
them in the Book (this Qur'an) and wisdom..."

3. To purify people: “...and sanctify them...”

Supplicating to Allah Using His Magnificent Names

“And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by
them, and leave the company of those who belie or deny (or utter
impious speech against) His Names. They will be requited for what they
used to do.” (Translated meanings of Al-A'raf 7:180)

Accordingly, we mention Allah’'s Most Beautiful Names along with
supplication, such as saying:

“...verilyl You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.” (127)

“...truly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.”
(128)

“...verilyl You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.” (129)




Ayah 129 and Linking It to Similar Ayat in Other Places in the Noble Qur'an

“Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own, who shall
recite unto them Your Ayat and instruct them in the Book (this Qur'an)
and wisdom, and sanctify them. Verily! You are the All-Mighty, the All-
Wise.” (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:129)

Similarly (fo complete My Blessings on you) We have sent among you
a Messenger (Muhammad) of your own, reciting to you Our Ayat (the
Quran) and sanctifying you, and teaching you the Book (the Qur’an)
and the wisdom (i.e., Sunnah), and teaching you that which you used
not to know. (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:151)

Indeed, Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He sent
among them a Messenger (Muhammad) from among themselves,
reciting unto them His Ayat (the Qur'an), and purifying them, and
instructing them (in) the Book (the Qur'an) and the wisdom, while
before that they had been in manifest error. (Translated meanings of
Al-"Imran 3:164)

\\

In the supplication of Prophet lbrahim, he mentioned purification
in the last part of his supplication; he thought that it follows
learning the Book and wisdom.

Allah (Exalted be He) answered the supplication of Prophet
lorahim, but corrected the arrangement and showed that
purification comes as a consequence of reciting the ayat when
the intention of the one reciting them is sincere. They will uplift and
purify the persons reciting them, even if they do not understand
them.

Whereas the one who learns them may be tempted by his
knowledge and so they will not purify him.

The last two ayat are identical except for: (of your own and from
among themselves)

The sequence of reciting the ayat, then purifying the soul, then
teaching the Book and wisdom is different from the first ayah, in
which purification comes after teaching the Book and wisdom



He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger
(Muhammad) from among themselves, reciting to them His Ayat,
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and wisdom. And verily,
they had been before in manifest error. (Translated meanings of Al-
Jumu’ah 62:2)

L]

The correct order is not that stated in the supplication of our
master [brahim in ayah 129 of Surat Al-Bagarah, but the one that is
stated in the ayahs of Surat Al-'Imran and Surat Al-Jumu ah, and
in the ayah 151 of Surat Al-Baqgarah.

+ The first step is reciting the ayat sincerely, seeking purification and guidance, then follows the pursuit of knowledge of the Book and wisdom to
be more guided... “While as for those who accept guidance, He increases their guidance, and bestows on them their piety.” (Translated

meanings of Muhammad 47:17)

+ Allah answered the supplication of our master lbrahim and sent the Messenger of Allah (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).
Some of them did not read or write, and still was among the righteous. It was sufficient for them to recite the ayat that they listened to
wholeheartedly and attentively, so the ayat elevated them and made them among the righteous.

* The point here is also to understand that we may ask for something from Allah in a certain manner at a certain time, but Allah (Exalted be He)
does not respond to the supplication as we have wished because He knows what is good for us, but we do not know the whole picture.

* So let us submit our wishes and desires to Allah's wishes and desires and enftrust our affair to Him and let Him chooses us for us as He pleases.
“Say: ‘Nothing shall ever happen to us except what Allah has ordained for us. He is our Protector.” And in Allah let the believers put their frust.”

(Translated meanings of Al-Tawbah 9:51)




Pondering upon the Ayat of the First Part
(from 124 to 133) (1/2)

Contemplative Interpretation

And (remember) when the Lord of lbrahim (Abraham) tried
him with (certain) Commands, which he fulfiled. He (Allah) said
(to him), “Verily, | am going to make you a leader (Prophet) of
humankind.” [lbrahim (Abraham)] said, “And of my offspring (to
make leaders).” (Allah) said, *“My Covenant (Prophethood, etc.)
includes not the wrongdoers.” ((Translated meanings of Al-
Baqgarah 2:124)

And (remember) when We made the House (the Ka'bah at
Makkah) a place of resort for mankind and a place of safety.
And take you (people) the Magam (place) of lbrahim (Abraham)
as a place of prayer, and We commanded lbrahim (Abraham)
and Isma’il (Ishmael) that they should purify My House (the
Ka'bah at Makkah) for those who are circumambulating it, or
staying for worship, or bowing or prostrating themselves (there, in
prayer). (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:125)

And (remember) when |lbrahim (Abraham) said, “My Lord, make
this city (Makkah) a place of security and provide its people with
fruits, such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day.” He
(Allah) answered, “As for him who disbelieves, | shall leave him in
contentment for a while, then | shall compel him to the torment of
the Fire, and worst indeed is that destination!” (Translated
meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:126)

The leadership of our master Ibrahim (may the peace of Allah be
upon him) to the people on the earth, for he successfully went
through all the trials that presented themselves to him and scored
one hundred percent in them. Therefore, he deserved to become
the Imam of the people on the path of guidance. He attained this
great position through the many calamities and ftrials that had
befallen him, and he excellently succeeded in every one of them
and through them he was elevated to such a lofty level. Trials are
the means through which humans are elevated to special, high
status.

The construction of our master lbrahim for Allah’s Sacred House and
taking the place where he stood during building the House as a
place of prayer for people to always remember his merit.

A supplication to Makkah and its people.



Pondering upon the Ayat of the First Part
(from 124 to 133) (2/2)

Contemplative Interpretation

And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim (Abraham) (i.e., As we have already mentioned, Allah singled out our master Ibrahim

Islamic Monotheism) except him who befools himselfe Truly, We to be one of the righteous in the Hereafter. Allah explains it with His

chose him in this world and verily, in the Hereafter he will be among Saying: “We chose him in this world and verily, in the Hereafter he will

the righteous. (Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:130) be among the righteous.” Allah chose him in this world and likewise in
the Hereafter, he will be selected to be among the righteous. We
notice the use of the emphasis (Laam) in “Lamina [-salihina”
[translated as: in the Hereafter he will be among the righteous]. The
power of his righteousness will continue forever to the Hereafter ... it will
never leave him. Anyone who embraces Islam from the offspring of our
master lorahim (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
will count in his balance of good deeds.

When his Lord said to him, “Submit (i.e., be a Muslim)!” He said, “I The One Who invited our master Abraham to Islam is Almighty Allah.
have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of all that exists.” What an honor for him!
(Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:131)
When his Lord said to him, “Submit (i.e., be a Muslim)!" He said, “I have
submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of all that exists.”



And lbrahim instructed his sons (fo do the same) and (so did)
Ya qub (Jacob), (saying), “O my sons, indeed Allah has chosen for
you this religion, so do not die except while you are Muslims.”
(Translated meanings of Al-Baqarah 2:132)

Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya'qub (Jacob)?
When he said unto his sons, “What will you worship after me?” They
said, “We shall worship your God (Allah), the God of your fathers,
Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma’il (Ishmael), Ishaque (Isaac), One God,
and to Him we submit.” (Translated meanings of Al-Baqarah 2:133)

The advice of our master Ibrahim to his sons, and the advice of our
master Ya qub to his sons, [our master Ya'qub is Israel], is that the
Children of Israel should worship the God of lbrahim, Isma’il, and
Ishaque, one God, and to submit fo Him alone

(Worshiping Allah alone, and peaceful full surrender to Allah’s Will
alone until death)

Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya qub (Jacob)?
When he said unto his sons, “What will you worship after me?2"” They
said, “We shall worship your God (Allah), the God of your fathers,
lorahim (Abraham), Isma’il (Ishmael), Ishaque (Isaac), One God, and
to Him we submit.” (133)

“...s0 do not die except while you are Muslims.” (132)




Pondering upon the Ayat of the Second Part

(from134 to 141)
The Most Important Seven Ayat in the First Part of the Glorious Qur’'an

Contemplative Interpretation

That was a nation which has passed The beginrjing of ’rh'e frame of the story; this second part of the eighth quarter begins with the same
away. They shall receive the reward (the ayah that it ends with.

consequence) of what they earned and

you of what you earn. And you will not be

asked of what they used to do.

(Translated meanings of Al-Bagarah 2:134




And they say, “Be Jews or Christians, then
you will be guided.” Say (to them, O
Muhammad), “Nay, (We follow) only the
religion of Ibrahim (Abraham), inclining
toward truth, and he was not of Al-
Mushrikin (those associate others with
Allah).” (135)

Say (O Muslims), “We believe in Allah and
that which has been sent down to us and
that which has been sent down to Ibrahim
(Abraham), Isma’il (Ishmael), Ishaque
(Isaac), Ya'qub (Jacob), and to the
Descendants [the twelve sons of Jacob],
and that which has been given to Musa
(Moses) and “Isa (Jesus), and that which
has been given to the Prophets from their
Lord. We make no distinction between
any of them, and to Him we have
submitted (in Islam).” (136)

O

Is true guidance to be Jew or a Christian?

The guidance that we seek is to believe in Allah alone first, then in the Glorious Qur'an and in all that
was revealed to our master Ibrahim and his offspring after him, and that which has been given to the
prophets from their Lord.

“And who believe in that which has been sent down (revealed) to you (Muhammad) and in that
which were sent down before you and they believe with certainty in the Hereafter.” (Translated
meanings of Al-Baqarah 2:4)

It is to believe in all the prophets without making distinction between them.

Islam is the true guidance. So whoever Allah wants to guide, He opens his breast to Islam.

“Truly! Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him (Alone). This is the Straight Path.” (Translated
meanings of Al-"Imran 3:51)

“Say (O Muhammad): ‘Truly, my Lord has guided me to a Straight Path, a right religion, the religion of
Ibrahim (Abraham), inclining toward truth. And he was not among those who associated others with
Allah.” (Translated meanings of Al-An"am 6:141)

The straight path is the path of worshiping Allah alone; that is the right religion, which is the creed of
our master Ibrahim (may the peace of Allah be upon him), and the prophets after him and the last of
them, the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). All
the prophets were guided by Allah to the straight path, the one and the shortest way to Allah
(Exalted be He). It is the gateway to Islam, so they were all guided, and they were all Muslims. They
followed Ibrahim's advice to his offspring and also that of Ya qub.



Say (O Muslims), “We believe in Allah and
that which has been sent down to us and
that which has been sent down to Ibrahim
(Abraham), Isma’il (Ishmael), Ishaque
(Isaac), Ya'qub (Jacob), and to the
Descendants (the twelve sons of Jacob),
and that which has been given to Musa
(Moses) and “Isa (Jesus), and that which
has been given to the Prophets from their
Lord. We make no distinction between
any of them, and to Him we have
submitted (in Islam).” (136)

So if they believe in the like of that which
you believe, then they are rightly guided,
but if they turn away, then they are only in
opposition. So Allah will suffice you
against them. And He is the All-Hearer,
the All-Knower. (137)

The religion in Allah’s Sight is Islam; the religion is one and its laws are different. Whoever believes in it
has been guided aright.



Pondering upon the Ayat of the Second Part

(from 134 to 141)
The Most Important Seven Ayat in the First Part of the Glorious Qur’an

Contempilative Interpretation

(And  say,
“Ours is) the
Sibghah

(literally dye
and here
means

religion) of
Allah.  And
who is
better than
Allah in
(ordaining)
religione

And we are
worshippers

of Him."”
(138)

\\

This guidance (to Islam) is a dye by which those who are guided takes on the characteristics of Islam, so they become Muslims
having one creed and performing the same righteous deeds. They worship one Lord and follow His Words, without making
distinction between any of His Prophets and Messengers.

This ayah clarifies that guidance is the Sibghah (dye) of Allah; it is belonging to Allah, and which Sibghah can be better than that of
Allah?

Guidance is likened fo a dye that starts from the inside and moves outward and appears on the outside.

This is the true guidance ... belief is what is instilled in the heart first, and then the heart is dyed with it, and finally it is confirmed by
external action that people see. Belief begins in the heart from the inside, then its signs appear on the body and is embodied in
external righteous deeds; otherwise, it is hypocrisy (not true belief). Allah illuminates the heart of His servants with belief and makes
for them a light by which they walk among the people, illuminating for them the path of guidance through their good behavior,
words, and deeds.

The Noble Qur'an says (what means): “Is he who was dead (without faith by ignorance and disbelief), and We gave him life (by
knowledge and faith) and set for him a light (of belief) whereby he can walk amongst people, like him who is in the darkness (of
disbelief) from which he can never come out? Thus it is made fairseeming to the disbelievers that which they used to do.”
(Translated meanings of AI-An"am 6:122)

Perhaps the color of this dye is light - because Allah illuminates the heart of His servants with His Light (Exalted be He), so it is a dye
of light and guidance.

We find that the meaning of worship is repeated and that reminds us of Allah’s Saying in Al-Fatihah: “You (alone) we worship..."”



Say, (O Muhammad to the
Jews and Christians), “Do you
argue with us about Allah
while He is our Lord and your
Lord? For us are our deeds,
and for you are your deeds.
And we are sincere (in deed
and intention) to Him.” (139)

This ayah is concluded with: “And we are sincere to Him”; we are not seeking after fame, or worldly gains, or
leadership, or anything except worshipping Allah, and winning guidance to Him on a straight path.

“That was a nation which has passed away. They shall receive the reward (the consequence) of what they
earned, and you of what you earn. And you will not be asked of what they used to do.” (141)

Be busy with yourself and judge your own deeds and bring yourself to account and do not judge others. You will
not be asked about people's deeds, but you will be asked about your own deeds, so be devoted and sincere to
Allah.




Pondering upon the Ayat of the Second Part
(from134 to 141)

The Most Important Seven Ayat in the First Part of the Glorious Qur'an

Ayat Contemplative Interpretation

Or do you say that Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma’il (Ishmael),
Ishagque (Isaac), Ya qub (Jacob) and the Descendants (the
twelve sons of Ya 'qub) were Jews or Christianse Say, "Do you
know better or does Allah (knows better... that they all were
Muslims)e And who is more unjust than he who conceals the
testimony (i.e., to believe in Prophet Muhammad when he
comes, written in their Books) he has from Allahe And Allah is
not unaware of what you do.” (140)

All these prophets were not Jews or Christians; all of them
came after Prophet Ibrahim (may the peace of Allah be upon
him) who brought Islam. They were all followers of Islam,
whether we are talking about master Musa (Moses) or master
“Isa (Jesus), may the peace of Allah be upon them.

These prophets are an example of those about whom Allah
says: “The Path of those on whom You have bestowed Your
Grace, not (the path) of those who earned Your Anger.”
(Translated meanings of Al-Fatihah 1:7)

The last part of the ayah is regarding the hypocrites, and those
who believed in some of Allah’s Words and disbelieved in some
of them (the Noble Qur'an). They were the scholars from
among the Children of Israel who purchased misguidance at
the cost of guidance.

“Those who went astray” includes the disbelievers who did not
know the book, such as Pharaoh, Qarun (Korah), Haman, and
their soldiers.

“And Allah is not unaware of what you do”; so do not judge
anyone or question the faith of anyone, no matter how their
outside appearance looks like.



That was a nation which has passed away. They shall receive
the reward (the consequence) of what they earned, and you of
what you earn. And you will not be asked of what they used to
do. (141)

It is very important to ponder upon this ayah, which was
repeated at the beginning and end of this second part of the
eighth quarter. Ayah 141 and 134: “That was a nation which has
passed away. They shall receive the reward (the
consequence) of what they earned and you of what you earn.
And you will not be asked of what they used to do.”

“Indeed this, your religion, is one religion, and | am your Lord,
so worship Me.” (Translated meanings of Al-Anbiya’ 21:92)

“And indeed this, your religion, is one religion, and | am your
Lord, so fear Me.” (Translated meanings of Al-Mu’minun 23:52)

We are all one Ummah (people of one creed); we have one
Lord. Our religion is Islam. We believe in all the prophets and
messengers and in all that was revealed to them.

We do not make distinction between them, nor between Allah’s
Books and Words. We believe in all His Words.

Nevertheless, this repeated ayah shows that although we are
one Ummah, our deeds and their deeds are not the same. Each
of us shall reap the fruit of what they did. Allah is our Lord and
their Lord. So let us be distinguished by sincerity and not
preoccupy ourselves with judging the faith and guidance of
others.

We notice the repetition of the word “kasabat,” which indicates
that deeds may be similar in appearance, but their depth and
the intention behind them differ. Consequently, the reward for
them is different. You are not accountable for others, so focus
on yourself.




The Importance of the Seven Ayat of the Second Part of the Eighth Quarter (the Last
Ayat of the First Part)

And Their Connection with the Seven Ayat of Al-Fatihah
(From 134 to 141)

These seven ayat relate to the
Fatihah and its seven ayat, and the

meanings of Al-Fatihah are . Al-Fatinah
complemented by them The connection :
between our master (first seven
Messenger Muhammad Ayat)
Prayer = Al-Fatihah + As-Salatul- and our master lbrahim
‘lbrahimiyyah: and his descendants
from the prophets by
1. Guidance 2. The Straight Path 3. the religion of Islam, the
ProphetAbrahim and the prophets straight path, the path
from,among his offspring; we ask of guidance and the The last seven
Alldh in Al-Fatihah fo guide us fo worship of Allah along ayat of the
their straight path first part
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and the shprfest to Allah. It will surely lead us to the Lord of the worlds.




The Main Lessons Learned from the Eighth Quarter

dance of evoking in our minds the meaning of guidance that we ask for in Al-Fatihah, which this quarter explains and clarifies, in order to be
e ones upon whom Allah has bestowed favor of the prophets, the steadfast affirmers of truth, and the martyrs. A prominent example of them is the
T the Prophets, our master lbrahim (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

Trials are the means through which humans are elevated to special, high status. Allah made our master Abraham an Imam (leader) to people because he
successfully went through all the calamities and trials that presented themselves to him. He achieved great success in all of them. He did not ask for the
position of imamate. Rather, he atftained this high status through the many calamities and frials that had befallen him, and he effectively and successfully
surpassed them. So he deserved to be elevated to that lofty status. The Noble Qur'an says: “That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire
exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the (best) outcome is for the righteous.” (Translated meanings of Al-Qasas 28:83)

The message of righteousness and reform of our master Ibrahim focuses on leading people to Islam through working the mind and contemplating Allah’s
visible universe, so let us follow him in that and imitate his example (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

. The importance of caring for offspring and their guidance and resorting to supplication to accomplish this. The Messenger of Allah (may Allah the peace and
blessing of Allah be upon him) advised us to supplicate for his offspring, just as his father lorahim did: “O my Lord! Make me one who performs Salah, and (also)
from my offspring, our Lord! And accept my invocation.” (Translated meanings of lbrahim 14:40)

. We learn from our master Ibrahim how to supplicate. His making frequent supplications for other people, and for the worldwide followers of Islam to bestow
upon them righteodsness and goodness and to provide them with fruits, is one of the attributes that characterize the people that Allah has favored with His
Grace from amopig the followers of the straight path, and also to supplicate to Allah using His Magnificent Names.

. In order fo attefin purification and guidance, the first step is to recite the ayat sincerely, the next step is to seek knowledge of the Book and wisdom to be more

our afffir to Him and let Him chooses us for us as He pleases. “Say: ‘Nothing shall ever happen to us except what Allah has ordained for us. He is our Protector.’
Andf Allah let the believers put their trust.” (Translated meanings of Al-Tawbah 9:51)

The gtraight path is the path of worshiping Allah alone; that is the right religion, which is the creed of our master Ibrahim (may the peace of Allah be upon him),
and the prophets after him; the last of them is the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). All the prophets were
gujded by Allah to the straight path, the one and the shortest way to Allah. It is the gateway to Islam, so they were all guided, and they were all Muslims. They
followed lbrahim's advice to his offspring and also that of Ya qub. There is no religion other than Islam. Judaism and Christianity are not religions but canons. Al
Prophets and Messengers of Allah are Muslims, and the religion is one; God is One; the straight path is one; and the path to guidance is one.

e importance of sincerity in following Allah’s Path. We are not seeking after fame, or worldly gains, or leadership, or anything except worshipping Allah, and
ning guidance to Him on a straight path.

\\
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pusy with yourself and judge your own deeds and bring yourself to account and do not judge others. You will not be asked about people's deeds, but you
e asked about your own deeds. So do no judge anyone or judge their faith, no matter how it appears. Deeds may be similar in appearance, but their
dP TR and the intention behind them differ. Consequently, the reward for them is different. You are not accountable for others, so just focus on yourself.




